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Introduction 
 

 

 

 

Raul Valdes was born in El Paso Texas on July 9, 1932 and died of a massive coronary May 17, 

1981 at the age of 48.  He left behind a wife Joy, three sons Stephen, Michael, Christopher and 

one daughter Monica.   He came from a family with roots in Spain and a legacy of helping the 

underprivileged Spanish speaking and poor Mexican Americans in Southwest Texas.   

 

 

This is a brief biography with a collection of Raul Valdes’ photos and documents our mother Joy 

gave me when our father passed away.  This is from our memory and the best of our 

recollections for his siblings, my brothers and sister and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 
Steve Valdes  

December 2017 

 

  



Biography  
 

Raul Valdes was the next to the youngest of seven, five sisters and one brother.  My mother told 

me that my dad would often get into mischief as a young boy, and was protected by his mother, 

being the baby boy of the family, from his disciplinarian father Ernesto.     

 

My dad told us he played baritone saxophone when he was in school and that he sold that 

saxophone to buy the first bedroom set after he married our mother.   I did not know the extent of 

his ability to play a wind instrument until my brother Mike, who joined band in school, brought 

home his clarinet.  My dad carefully took it out of the case, wet the reed in his mouth while he 

assembled the instrument, and then proceeded to play a complete John Philip Sousa march he 

remembered from marching band, I think it was Stars and Stripes Forever.  We were impressed.  

 

Raul did not graduate from high school but educated himself like his father before him.  He did 

earn a GED, learned administrative skills in the US Air Force, and took college management 

classes at the local community college in El Paso. 

 

My father, Raul, joined the Air Force in March of 1951 and was in the USAF through March 1, 

1955 and was trained as a Clerk Typist.  His last duty was as a Chief Clerk, Communications and 

Reporting Section. 

 

When growing up he told me he was stationed on Guam where it would rain on one side of the 

volley ball court while the other side would stay completely dry.  He thought it was the craziest 

phenomena.  I included a photo of him in uniform and his Ichiban Order of Fussaliers certificate 

given when he left Japan or Guam.  His service number is referenced on it and he was attached to 

the Headquarters Far East Air Forces Bomber Command APO 328.  

 

When he was stationed at Carswell AFB in Ft. Worth Texas he talked about guard duty to watch 

over the huge B36 Bombers on the tarmac.  Ft. Worth is where he met our mother on a blind 

double date.  He was fixed up with our mom’s sister aunt Billy, but my dad had his eye on our 

mom Joy, and that was it.  He would tell me stories about hitch hiking to his home in El Paso 

Texas to visit his family on weekends and on leave. 

 

His father Ernesto died in 1954 while Raul was serving in the Air Force.   My understanding is 

my dad had left the military with an honorable discharge, but was also a hardship discharge so he 

could help run the small independent New Linen Supply Company my Grandfather Ernesto 

owned.  I really don’t know where my uncle Ernesto Jr. was at the time and why he did not help 

out.  My understanding is, it was my aunts that were trying to manage the business and found it 

too much to handle for them since they were married and having children and raising a family of 

their own. 



 

Raul ran the New Linen Supply business for about 8 years as General Manager then 

Owner/General Manager until Red Top Linen Supply, a large eastern company, moved into town 

and literally bought out the small independent supply companies.  I remember helping my Dad 

pick up and deliver linen, from table cloths to napkins used for large banquets at the Colosseum 

in town, to the small beauty and barber shop towels and aprons.  We would take them to the El 

Paso Linen Supply company for cleaning and pressing.  I got a whole 10 cents a day for helping 

him on Saturdays.  My mom ran the office while my dad made pickups and deliveries.  I do 

remember the sad day my dad handed the keys over to the Red Top company.  He held out as 

long as he could.  I think he took me along to get some sympathy for the situation they put his 

family in.  I was around eight years old then.  They gave him a check for what they thought the 

value of his company was, after they took many of his customers.  

 

Raul had short term jobs in sales for business machines and even as an insurance adjustor.  My 

mom told me he hated sales work.  It was probably commission and tough to get started.  You 

have to stick with sales to make it work for you and not everyone is cut out for it.  I guess my 

dad wasn’t cut out for sales work.  

 

Raul found steady and rewarding employment in the government social services sector and rose 

to the level of local Assistant Director for the Neighborhood Youth Corps II, a federal 

government social program that was created by President Johnson’s great society programs, and 

continued with mandates and funding from the Nixon administration.  Raul helped poor Spanish 

speaking people find jobs, through education, training and organizational networking, he even 

helped provide free breakfast meals to youths in schools in the lower valley of El Paso County.  

He did this for a little under 7 years from 1966 through 1973.  He worked with many of the 

funded programs including EPCAP, Project BRAVO, Job Corps I and II, and Operation 

Mainstream.   

 

He started out as a Teacher then worked his way into Job Coach then Job Developer and 

Councilor until he reached Assistant Director.  He was offered an Executive Director position; 

however, it is not reflected in his resume.  He ended up back in a Job Developer position for 

Operation Mainstream, but the offer is included in his documents so he was considered for it or 

was at least honored by the consideration but may not have met the qualifications.  In addition to 

some local newspaper clippings criticizing the programs as being wasteful and hiring uneducated 

staff to administrate the programs, there were government surveys and reports to congress that 

were critical of the programs, sighting the cost benefit per student or case was too expensive and 

wasteful spending.  I’m sure he took it to heart or he would not have kept them.  

 



I remember when he was teaching, he brought home a large commercial tape recorder he used in 

class as feedback to help the Spanish speaking learn English.  He recorded my brother Mike and 

I to practice using it.  We made jokes and funny noises, you know how kids are.  

 

I also remember my mom and dad talk about how the whole office would be let go when the 

federal funds for one program ended.  They would all go to the un-employment office together to 

collect, until the next program funding would become available.  It was like a revolving door 

with these agencies.  

 

When the programs finally ran their course or my dad finally met the end of this work, he went 

on unemployment for an extended time worried about what he was going to find for 

employment.  Because he had made a decent wage, his unemployment compensation combined 

with food stamp assistance and some side work, mostly house painting for a friend for cash, he 

was able to take care of his family without the burdened pressure of finding any job just to feed 

his family.   

 

He eventually found employment as a Spanish/English language interpreter for the Honorable 

Judge Robert Galvan.  He really liked working for the Judge and he also received side deposition 

jobs requiring an interpreter.  He also helped out as bailiff when the courts were full.  He enjoyed 

this work for many years and told me how he helped to streamline the Judge’s court by 

organizing the Spanish speaking in groups to make it run smoother.   

 

He continued to help Spanish speaking people by serving the El Paso County Court system as a 

Spanish/English language interpreter for the Honorable Judge Robert Galvan for 6 years until his 

sudden passing at the age of 48 in 1981.  I did not realize how many people knew my father, but 

it was clear when we went to the service.  The large church was over half full of people who 

knew him.   

 
I hope this document helps to preserve the memory of Raul Valdes and his accomplishments. 

   

§ 
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Raul and Emma his sister

Raul, Raul’s Paternal Grandmother Wenceslada Valdes, and his sister Emma
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Back Row:   Ernesto Valdes (Raul’s Father), unknown, Lillian (Ernesto Jr.s wife), Arelio Valdes
Third Row:   Wenceslada Valdes (Raul’s Grandmother) , Ernesto Jr. (Raul’s Brother), Lupe, 2 unknowns
Second Row:  Maria de Jesus (Raul’s Mother), Martha(sis), Julieta(cus), Elvira(cus), Alicia(sis)
First Row:  Evangelina(sis), Emma(sis), Ernesto III (Ernie)(uncle), Raul, Humberto (cus), Bertha(sis)

Back Row:  Raul, Ernesto Valdes (Raul’s Dad)
Second Row:  Alicia, friend, Emma, Alfredo, unknown, Arelio Valdes (Ernesto’s Bro)
Front Row:  Becky, Maria de Jesus (Raul’s Mother), Lupe, Evangelina
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From Left to Right
Raul, Joy, Becky, Maria de Jesus, Martha, Evangelina, Alicia, Armando (Martha’s 

husband) Ernesto Jr. (Chito)

From Left to Right
Mayseal Towers (friend), Mr. & Mrs. Mease (friends), Alicia & Frank Escobar, Raul 

& Joy Valdes, a friend, Ernesto III (Ernie), and Joe Towers
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Dad and Mom Looking Nice

Stephen, Monica, Raul, Christopher, and Michael















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raul Valdes joined the Air Force in March of 1951 and was in the USAF through March 1, 1955 

and served during the Korean War. He was trained as a Clerk Typist, and was attached to the 

Headquarters Far East Air Forces Bomber Command APO 328.  His last duty was as a Chief 

Clerk, Communications and Reporting Section. 

 

 

Raul enlisted in El Paso Texas and received the following training:  

 He received a USAFI GED in February 20, 1952 

 Bowling Green State University – Military Clerk Typist Course  

 USAF NCO Training Course Yokota AFB Japan in 1954 

 

Bases he visited or was stationed include:  

 Lackland AFB San Antonio TX 

 Wright-Patterson AFB Dayton OH 

 Yokota AFB Japan 

 Andersen AFB Guam 

 Carswell AFB Ft. Worth TX 

 

     

Lackland AFB     Wright Patterson AFB         Yokota & Andersen AFB Carswell AFB 
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JUDGE ROBERT J. GALVAN, a native of El Paso, went to meet the 
Lord on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at the age of 95.  He was a 
graduate of Cathedral High School, attended Texas College of Mines 
(UTEP) and received his Law Degree from Southern Methodist School of 
Law in 1949, where he was a member of Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity.   
 
Judge Galvan also served in the United States Air Force from 1943-1946, 
prior to attending law school. Judge Galvan was in private practice with 
the law firm of Galvan & Galvan with his brother, Frank Galvan from 
1949-1974.  He was later appointed to serve the City of El Paso as First 
Assistant City Attorney in 1957 through 1964.  He was elected to revise 

the Charter of the City of El Paso on the City Charter Commission from 1963-1965, as well as 
appointment to the City Planning Commission.  He was appointed by Texas Governor John 
Connally in 1963 to serve on the Good Neighbor Commission of Texas and served as its Vice-
Chairman from 1963-1969.   
 
He was elected as Judge of the County Court at Law #1 in 1969 and served until his retirement in 
1990. Judge Galvan was a member of the State Bar of Texas, American Bar Association, El Paso 
Bar Association, and Duly Elected Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation, American Judicature 
Society, member of the Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas, member of the National 
College of Probate Judges, American Academy of Judicial Education, and National College of 
the State Judiciary. Judge Galvan was Past President of Southern Methodist University Alumni 
Association of El Paso and former member of the Board of Directors for the Southern Methodist 
University Law Alumni Association. In his civic work, Judge Galvan worked with the United 
Way Campaign, Boy Scouts of America, member of the Board and Past President of Our Lady's 
Youth Center, member of the Board and Past President of the East El Paso Kiwanis Club, 
member of LULAC Council #132, member of the Board of Directors of the National Council of 
Christians and Jews, member of the Knights of Columbus, National Spelling Bee Judge for 15 
years and served on the Executive Board for the Southwest Sun Carnival. During his judicial 
career, Judge Galvan served on the El Paso County Courthouse Law Library Committee and was 
ultimately honored by the dedication of the Robert J. Galvan Library.  
 
Judge Galvan was predeceased by his wife, Emma Valencia Galvan, a teacher in the El Paso 
Independent School District. He is survived by his two children, Robert L. Galvan of El Paso and 
Victoria Galvan Hess of Helotes, Texas; grandchildren John K. Galvan and Cassandra York, 
both of El Paso, Rebecca S. Hess and Sam Hess, both of San Antonio, as well as two great 
grandchildren Sarin Galvan and Marie Galvan.  
 
Visitation will be Thursday, September 29, 2016 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. with Vigil Service at 7 
p.m. at Martin Funeral Home-Central. Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday, September 30, 
2016 at St. Patrick Cathedral with time pending. Rite of Committal will follow at Ft. Bliss 
National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations in his name may be made to The Honor Arnold 
Palmer Children's Hospital in Orlando, Florida. 
 

Published in El Paso Times from Sept. 26 to Oct. 3, 2016 



"El Paso's First Hispanic School Board Member Only 
Finished the Fifth Grade" 
By Joe Olvera (c), 2000 

law in Texas, we have no other recourse but to pay it in order to 
vote.  We know that the Poll Tax was instituted with no other 
purpose but to disenfranchise millions of voters."  
 
"My grandfather spoke out in behalf of children who were being 
punished unreasonably harsh due to the bold discrimination 
practices which existed during his time in El Paso," Baca said.  
"He fought for pay increases for janitors and cooks in the district 
- he won.  He fought against the Poll Tax, and he succeeded in 
mobilizing voting efforts for the completion of Bowie High 
School."  Baca said that her grandfather also fought efforts by 
other members of the school board to equip the new Bowie 
High School with used lockers, and other battered equipment, 
which had been discarded when two predominantly Anglo 
schools were refurbished. 
 
"My grandfather was a very kind man, who had a great sense of 
family," Baca said.  "He was born in Eagle Pass, Texas, and 
moved to El Paso with his family when he was very young.  
Even though he wanted to finish his education, he couldn't.  He 
had to work to help support the family.  However, he never went 
back to school, but he was a successful businessman, and a 
successful politician." 
 
Baca, who has been a Precinct Chair since 1988, said she was 
influenced by Valdes to become politically involved.  "He always 
used to tell me that an education was good.  But, even more 
important, was to be honest.  Be the best you can be, he would 
say, and also the most honest.  That is his legacy to me, and I 
love him for it."  Baca said that she and her siblings will 
continue trying to get a school named after him.  He was 
instrumental in the implementation of night school for non-
English speaking adults.  
 

 

 
Ernesto Valdes was a fighter for the rights of Mexican 
Americans during an era when it was highly dangerous to do so 
- yet, he fought for the elimination of the Poll Tax, he worked to 
organize Mexican Americans to combat discrimination and 
racism, and, in 1946, he was the first Mexican American elected 
to the Board of Trustees of the El Paso Independent School 
District. Valdes, who held the position for six years, resigned 
because, as he said at the time: "Six years are enough. I do not 
believe in perpetuation in office." Now, his family says, it's time 
that a school was named after him.  
 
Valdes died in 1954. "With a track record of consistent 
dedication, and historical educational, and political impact in our 
community, my grandfather was and will remain a role model to 
many of us El Pasoans. His main focus was education. "He was 
a man of utmost integrity, who always fought for the betterment 
of the Hispanic community," said his granddaughter, Becky 
Baca. "He was the first Hispanic member of the El Paso school 
board, he was a leader in the Boy Scouts of America, a leader 
in the League of United Latin American Citizens, and a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, to name just a few of his 
achievements."  
 
Baca said that her grandfather was fearless in his defense of 
the rights of Mexican Americans. In an editorial in the El Paso 
Times, then-Editor W.J. Hooten wrote about Valdes: "...I 
understand certain groups are quietly planning to have a unified 
minority that could hold the balance of power.  Some groups 
are even planning to have the majority of the Poll Taxes and 
spring a real surprise when the votes are counted in 1948...Go 
to the courthouse and arm yourself with a Poll Tax receipt.  
Then you will be in a position to act in 1948 - not merely wish 
that you had been." Later, Hooten offered Valdes a chance to 
respond to the editorial.  Valdes' counter? "Don't you think I 
have the same right as you to urge people to pay their Poll 
Tax?  On November 11th, you ask the people to pay their Poll 
Tax, and on Nov. 29th, you are afraid that too many Poll Taxes 
will be paid.  Looks to me like you want to do a little 
disenfranchising too.  I have always contended that the Poll 
Tax, as a requisite for voting is unconstitutional, but since it is a 
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